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A comprehensive lampwork bead tutorial by Lydia Muell
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http://www.lampworktreasures.com/home.html

The Inspiration

7TKDQN \RX IRU \RXU LQWHUHVW LQ WKH "(QFDVHG )ORUDO 30O
WKH FRYHU LV FDOOHG "(QFKDQWHG +\GUDQJHDu EXW WR P}
than that. . . The little encased floral panels are the core design of my current body of

work. In my attempt to share what inspired them, | need to start at the thought process

WKDW OHG WR WKHLU GLVFRYHU\ 'RLQJ VR DOVR ILOOV P\
and evolutionary growth, while setting it free to be more easily explored by others.

'XULQJ P\ ILUVW \HDU DW WKH WRUFK , FUHDWHG D VPDOO V
%R[K $V WKH QDPH VXJIJHVWV WKH VHULHV ZDV LQVSLUHG
style music box that my grandmother gave me when | was a small child. The delicate little

box was wooden with a faded French blue finish that boasted a raised ivory panel with

KDQG SDLQWHG UXVVHW WRQHG IORZHUV RQ HDFK RI LW-V IR
draped gold -gilded garlands of intertwined leaves and pale pink ribbons.

Although | no longer own the music box, it at one time was my most coveted treasure. The

pink tutu clad ballerina twirled in circles each time my chunky little fingers wound the

PDJLFDO NH\ 6KH QHYHU IDLOHG WR PDNH PH VPLOH EXW
ORYHG WKH PXVLF ER[ VR PXFK ,W ZDV WKH VSLULW RI WKH
WHULRU , DGRUHG LW DQG HYHQ DV D FKLOG , UHFRJQL]HG
design.

Perhaps at this point, you are wondering what a music box has to do with a hydrangea
bead. Strangely, the relevance is quite important as it would be the idea that inspires the
floral panels that would in turn, evolve into the encased floral panels that | use in my
work today.

%DFN LQ P\ "QHZELHu GD\V P\ EUDLQ ZDV H[SORGLQJ ZLWK L
often than not, resulted in frustration and angst after trying to emulate them at the torch.

| so badly yearned to create something in glass that was splendidly new and fresh, yet had
an appeal that celebrated the concept of classical design. Such a tall order for me at the
time. . .1 felt terribly limited by my lack of skill and experience at the torch.
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